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good targets for bombers, and with Badoglio in charge
the machine began to move forward—aeroplanes and
native askaris ahead of the tanks and artillery to clear
a way for Italian troops and road-makers. Once the
machine was set in motion under a leader who dared risk
a few casualties there was nothing in Ethiopia which
could hold it up. It was only vulnerable by ill-equipped
men either on its lengthening lines of communication, or
when it came to some great natural obstacle as at Amba
Aradam. • It might have been overwhelmed if the machine
had been very small compared with the Ethiopian forces,
but the Italians were seldom in a numerical inferiority.
Theirs was no tiny force, like that of Clive at Plassey,
marching into a great and thickly populated country.
At the beginning of October the Italians had about
200,000 white troops and some sixty thousand natives
under arms. In addition a large number of Italians
were employed under semi-civilian conditions in making
roads and doing other engineering work. In a European
war these would have been reckoned combatants. About
twenty thousand more Italian soldiers were sent through
the Suez Canal in October, and 38,000 in November. On
the other side Haile Selassie had his Imperial Guard, the
beginning of a corps cTelite> intended primarily for internal
security. It had been partially trained by a few Belgian and
Swedish officers, but they were no more equipped for fight-
ing against European troops than were the Indian
4Imperial* regiments in the last war. They numbered at
most thirty-five thousand men. The levies were drawn
from a possible manhood fighting strength of over a
million, but they had no transport or commissariat
arrangements, and, like the Boer commandos, returned
home when their supplies were finished, and local resources
failed. It is doubtful if two hundred thousand were ever

